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property or life of every lord in this assembly; I hope it
will be debated amongst us without the acrimony which
arises from the prejudice of party, or the violence which is
produced by the desire of victory, and that the controversy
will be animated by no other passion than zeal for justice,
and lov^ of truth.

For my part, my lords, I have reason to believe, that
many professions of my sincerity will not be necessary on
this occasion, because I shall not be easily suspected of any
partiality in favour of the noble lord to whom this bill im-
mediately relates. It is well known to your lordships how
* freely I have censured his conduct, and how invariably I
have opposed those measures by which the nation has been
so far exasperated, that the bill, now under our considera-
tion, has been thought necessary by the commons, to pa-
cify the general discontent, to restore the publick tranquil-
lity, and to recover that confidence in the government,
without which no happiness is to be expected, without
which the best measures will always be obstructed by the
people, and the justest remonstrances disregarded by the
court.

But however laudable may be the end proposed by the
commons, I cannot, my lords, be so far dazzled by the
prospect of obtaining it, as not to examine the means to
which we are invited to concur, and inquire with that at-
tention which the honour of sitting in this house has made
my duty, whether they are such as have been practised by
our ancestors, such as are prescribed by the law, or war-
ranted by prudence.

The caution, my lords, with which our ancestors have
always proceeded in inquiries by which life or death, pro-
perty or reputation, was endangered ; the certainty, or at
least the high degree of probability, which they required
in evidence, to make it a sufficient ground of conviction,
is universally known; nor is it necessary to show their opi-
nion by particular examples, because, being no less solicit-
ous for the welfare of their posterity than for their own,
they were careful to record their sentiments in laws and
statutes, and to prescribe, with the strongest sanctions, to